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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


West  Hartlepool, 

February  1st,  1906. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hartlepool 
Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  of  the  Durham  County 
Council,  I herewith  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  done  at  the  Port,  and  at  the  Port  Sanitary 
Hospital  during  the  year  1905.  Details  of  precautions 
taken  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  Plague  and 
Cholera  are  given.  The  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
ships  entering  the  Port,  and  the  measures  taken  to 
abate  sickness,  remedy  defects,  and  abate  nuisances 
are  also  mentioned. 


I.— HOSPITAL. 

As  in  previous  reports  I have  briefly  reviewed 
the  Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  which  have 
already  been  presented  to  you  in  the  Monthly  Reports. 
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During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1905, 
117  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Port  Sanitary 
Hospital,  as  compared  with  97  in  1904,  and  185  in 
1903.  Of  these  117  cases  there  were  : — 


Scarlet  F ever  ...  ...  ...  86 

Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  13 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  10 

Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  4 

Beri-Beri  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malarial  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 


117 

Of  these  117  cases  there  came 

from  West  Hartlepool  109  patients 
,,  ,,  Hartlepool  2 

„ ,,  Vessels  6 


117 

9 deaths  occurred  during  the  year  : — 

4 from  Scarlet  Fever 
2 „ Typhoid 

2 ,,  Diphtheria 

1 ,,  Small -pox 

9 

In  several  cases  patients  were  sent  up  to  the 
Hospital  in  a moribund  condition  ; in  one  case  the 
patient  died  in  15  hours  after  admission,  and  in  another 
case  24  hours  after  being  admitted.  The  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  .this  year  have  been  of  a more  than  usually 
complicated  nature,  and  much  more  malignant  than  in 
previous  years. 
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SmalI=pox.  This  disease  broke  out  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  but  was  soon  stamped  out ; due 
in  a great  measure  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Sanitary 
Officials. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  late  caretaker  and 
his  wife,  the  Board  decided  to  appoint  a certified  trained 
nurse  as  Matron  of  the  Hospital.  This  has  resulted  in 
more  efficient  nursing,  better  administration  and 
discipline,  and  a better  tone  has  been  given  to  the 
Hospital  generally. 

Hospital  Accommodation , &c.  The  Board’s 
scheme  to  extend  the  Hospital  grounds,  to  fence 
and  drain  same,  will,  when  executed,  supply  a 
long  felt  want. 

II.— SHIPPING. 

During  the  year  1905,  six  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  imported  by  vessels  arriving  at  this  port. 
After  isolation  of  these  cases  no  fresh  cases  resulted 
therefrom,  either  on  the  ships  concerned,  or  in  the 
port.  Moreover  none  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  which 
were  reported  in  the  Boroughs  during  this  period 
appear  to  have  originated  on  board  a ship. 

The  number  of  vessels  inspected'  by  me  during 
the  year  was  127,  and  there  were  3 re-visits  as  com- 
pared with  119  inspections  and  21  re-visits  in  1904. 

The  causes  of  inspection  may  be  tabulated  as 

follows  : — 

42  vessels  reported  by  your  Inspector  or  the  Customs  Officials  as 
having  sickness  on  board  either  on  arrival  or  during  the 
time  they  were  discharging  cargoes. 

30  vessels  from  infected  or  suspected  ports. 

32  examination  of  crew  and  alien  passengers. 

1 vessel  at  sea. 

6 vessels  in  dry  dock  having  sickness  on  board. 

16  vessels  having  sanitary  defects. 

3 re-visits. 


130 
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PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  THE  INTRODUCTION  OF 
CHOLERA  AND  PLAGUE. 


Cholera.  During  the  year  1 905  this  disease 
broke  out  in  Russia,  and  through  the  agency  of  Russian 
raftsmen  it  was  introduced  into  about  50  places  in 
Prussia  and  Germany.  As  several  cases  had  occurred 
in  certain  places  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  and  also 
at  Hamburg  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  a 
circular  letter  to  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  stating  that 
“ the  Ports  of  the  Baltic,  and  perhaps  some  of  those  of 
the  North  Sea  must  be  looked  upon  as  threatened  with 
the  disease.”  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this 
communication  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
prompt  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  the  disease  into  this  Port.  In  this  matter 
we  secured  the  co-operation  of  the  local  Customs 
Officials  and  Pilots,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
no  case  of  Cholera  was  imported  here. 

Plague.  A monthly  circular  giving  the 
names  of  infected  or  suspicious  Foreign  Ports  continues 
to  be  forwarded  regularly  to  Custom  House  Officers 
and  Pilots. 

I herewith  append  a summary  of  the  Report  of 
the  work  done  during  the  year  by  your  Port  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Oscar  P.  Mitchell,  who,  I may  add, 
has  obtained  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  this  year. 
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Vessels  inspected  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors 
from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1905. 


British  Steamships 

...  855 

British  Sailing  Vessels 

...  318 

Foreign  Steamships 

...  565 

Foreign  Sailing  Vessels 

...  214 

(As  compared  with  2112  last  year) 

2004 

Re-visits  made  to  Vessels  for  Fumigating,  to 

see  Regulations  carried  out  where  Notices 
had  been  served,  to  Passenger  Steamers, 

to  Vessels  from  suspected  Ports,  and  to 

Vessels  discharging  perishable  cargoes 

202 

2206 

( As  compared  with  2387  last  year) 

Nationalities  of  the  Vessels  were  as 

follows : — 

British 

...  1173 

Swedish 

...  315 

Norwegian 

...  197 

German 

...  104 

Danish 

92 

Russian 

62 

Dutch 

40 

Spanish 

13 

French 

3 

Urugayan 

2 

Italian 

2 

Greek... 

1 

2004 
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Notices  for  Sanitary  Defects,  <fcc., 

Dirty  Forecastle  and  Deckhouses 
Repairs  to  Leaking  Forcastles  ... 
Disinfected,  Fumigated,  and  gave  disinfec- 
tants for  Bilges  and  Vessels  from 
Infected  Ports,  or  having  sickness  on 
Board 


were  given : — 

...  31 

...  20 


Pump  out  water  and  clean  Receptacles  ... 

17 

Paint  and  Lime  out...  !.. 

25 

Broken  Side  Ports  ... 

11 

Bunks  to  be  repaired,  bottom  boards  out... 

14 

Choked  and  Dirty  W.C.s 

33 

Dirty  Forepeaks 

3 

Clean  up  Holds 

4 

Defective  Bulkhead  between  W.C.  and 

Crew  Space  ... 

4 

Defective  Bulkhead  between  W.C.  and 

Food  Locker... 

2 

Imperfectly  Ventilated  Forecastle 

11 

Paint  Locker  adjoining  Food  Locker 

1 

Bow  Locker  used  for  Storing  Paints 

2 

Verminous  Forecastles  and  Rat  Infected 

Ships 

3 

Defective  Stoves 

3 

Poultry,  Pigs,  etc.,  alive  on  Deck,  Dirty 

Houses 

5 

Filthy  Bedding 

12 

Defective  Flooring  in  Forecastles 

4 

Water  standing  under  bunks,  choked 
scuppers,  etc. 

15 

Insufficient  Light  ... 

5 

Defective  Bulkhead  between  Cabin  and  Hold 

1 

Water  Cask  replaced  by  G.I.  Tank 

2 

Insufficient  Sleeping  Accommodation 

1 

My  thanks  are  due  to  your  Port 

Sanitary 

Inspectors,  the  Collector  of  Customs  and  his  various 
officials  (especially  those  of  the  waterguard,  with  whom 
we  have  been  so  intimately  associated),  and  Pilots, 
Master  Mariners,  and  all  Port  Officials  for  their 
valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  in  enabling  me 
to  carry  out  the  various  duties  devolving  upon  the 
administration  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

S.  BIGGART,  M.D.,  C.M. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


